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Philosophy & Curriculum 

We make the greatest contribution to the future by nurturing the most important people in the world—our children.  

Play is a child’s most important occupation.  When children engage in individual and group play, they are learning 

skills that support success in life.  Play is essential to the proper development of the whole child and encourages 

skills in:  problem solving, muscle coordination, motor planning, conflict resolution, emotional regulation and self-

expression.   

The aim of the Monarch Program is to aid in the development of children by supporting their natural curiosity and 

motivation to learn.  Our prepared environments encourage the social, physical, emotional, intellectual and ethical 

development of each child. 

Monarch has created a curriculum that reflects the philosophy of the Emergent Curriculum Model and is consistent 

with the standards for a developmentally appropriate program.  The Emergent Curriculum originated from the 

innovative educational philosophy known as the Reggio Emilia Approach.  The Reggio Emilia Approach to preschool 

is recognized worldwide for its theoretical kinship with Jean Piaget, John Dewey, and Vygotsky among others.  A 

developmental approach such as this is characterized by child-directed curriculum, the center based environment, 

parent involvement, and the viewpoint that the classroom is a community.  Monarch supports this approach to early 

education; therefore, our curriculum incorporates the following set of principles: 

Every child has a unique way of perceiving the world—children creatively contribute to their 

learning experiences.  Therefore, children should have control over the direction of their 

day-to-day activities.  This philosophy empowers each child with self-competence and a 

sense of worth.  Center-based classrooms and child-directed activities support this 

attitude when applied to the classroom. 

The environment is the most valuable tool for encouraging learning from the child’s point-of-

view.  Activities and classroom materials encourage experiences that involve the child’s 

senses:  touching, moving, listening, seeing and tasting.  In addition, materials and 

projects are rotated and replaced in order to reflect the continual growth of the students. 

Teachers act as learning facilitators and plan the physical environment to engage children in 

play and exploration.  Every activity and project has a purpose and is meaningful in 

developing one or more particular skills.  Teachers consider the development of the whole 

child when planning their curriculum. 

Parent participation is a necessary element to the successful development of children and 

their self-esteem.  Monarch’s parents are encouraged to volunteer in the classroom on a 

regular basis. 

  

The Classroom Environment 

The classroom environment at Monarch is considered to be the most effective learning tool we can offer our 

students.  Young children naturally seek independence when their environment is full of purposeful activities, is 

aesthetically pleasing, and has order.  Monarch classrooms are designed to give the impression of “home”—creating 



a gentle transition from home to school.   

Children at Monarch do not learn via rote memorization.  Instead, they have the opportunity to use hands-on 

materials that teach early skills graphically and conceptually.  Our curriculum includes the following centers: 

Math & Manipulatives 

The math and manipulatives center offers table-top activities that encourage problem-solving skills and 

fine-motor control.  Children will have the opportunity to use a variety of hands-on materials that are 

designed to promote early-mathematical concepts such as counting, sorting, measuring, patterning, as well 

as shape and number recognition.  This center also provides an opportunity for children to participate in 

group games. 

Reading & Writing  

Communication, vocabulary development, literature appreciation and an understanding of the “function of 

words” in sentences are aspects of language skills emerging for young children.  The reading and writing 

area is a quiet center that offers a wide-range of materials that support the development of language 

comprehension and expression.  Writing materials provide artistic expression and fine-motor coordination.  

Dramatic Play 

The dramatic play center provides children with the opportunity to imitate real life using child-sized 

materials that encourage socialization, self-expression and self-help skills.  The repetition of specific tasks 

such as dressing-up and tying shoes helps children gain self-confidence and coordination. 

Sensory Discovery 

This dynamic center provides children with the opportunity to manipulate and explore materials that isolate 

specific qualities of art and science that promote sensory-perception and integration.  While fine-tuning 

their senses, children learn concrete concepts such as heavy/light, large/small, rough/smooth, loud/soft.   

Students will explore everything from light and color to magnetism and weather.   

Block Play 

Blocks and building props are essential in the preschool and kindergarten classrooms.  As children construct 

buildings and design towns, they use critical thinking and problem solving skills and develop perception 

skills.  Blocks provide hands-on experience in balance, proportion, measurement and basic math & science 

concepts.  Building props expand each child’s use of building materials and encourages cooperation and 

imagination! 

 

 

 



Music & Movement 

The center for music & movement presents children with the opportunity to socialize with their teachers 

and classmates while they develop visual, auditory, and kinesthetic awareness.  Group activities encourage 

a positive self-image and help children gain a sense of self-direction and independent thinking. 

Art  

Monarch students will find the art center to be a great outlet for self-expression and visual and sensory 

exploration.  Children create amazing pieces while learning about the basic elements of art including color, 

value (light/dark), texture, and shape.   When children are engaged in the artistic process they are able to 

expand basic concepts of art elements, as well as language, and problem-solving skills. 

  

Refund & Withdrawal Policy 

We kindly ask that parents give a 30-day written notice prior to withdrawal from Monarch Academy.  This provides 

us with the opportunity to respond quickly to those on the wait list and maintain enrollment.  Monarch Academy 

will collect any remaining tuition at the time of withdrawal.   Should a child not attend class for more than one week 

without notice, Monarch Academy will consider the child un-enrolled and remove them from the program roster.  

Re-enrollment fees may apply upon return.   

Annual fees and any unused portion of monthly tuitions are non-refundable.   

Monarch Academy strives to provide the highest quality in early childhood education.  Monthly tuitions help us to 

meet this goal of excellence.  For this reason, refunds on tuition are not available. 

 

Admissions Policy  

Monarch Academy for Young Children supports the healthy development of all children and does not discriminate 

on the basis of sex, race, religion, or national origin.   

Monarch Academy accepts applications throughout the school year if openings are available.  Your child’s name will 

be placed on a waiting list if no openings are available at the time of application.  

Early spring each year, current students are given the opportunity to re-register for the next school year.  Non-

refundable enrollment fees are due at this time.  All remaining spaces are filled from applications on file.  Admission 

to Monarch Academy follows this priority basis: 

Re-enrollment of current students (first come, first served)  

Siblings of current students 

New Enrollments 

A referral for developmental assessment will be provided to students who exhibit developmental behavior or delay 



that appears atypical for their age.  Monarch Academy collaborates with regional vendors and the district to ensure 

that supportive services are obtained in a timely manner. Following assessment, Monarch Academy may require 

one-to-one assistance for a child while they are attending the program.  

Monarch Academy for Young Children makes every effort to provide services to all families.  However, in the event 

that our program does not meet a child’s needs, we reserve the right to make the final decision regarding whether 

or not that child may be enrolled. 

Enrollment Packet & Fees 

As part of the admissions process you will be asked to complete an enrollment packet before your child may attend 

class.  These forms are required by state licensing and will be kept in your child’s student file.   

Registration Fee 

The Administration fee is due in full at the time of enrollment.  This fee holds your child’s placement in the program 

and covers the cost of administrative time and materials for record keeping throughout the year.  The Administration 

fee is non-refundable. 

Curriculum & Classroom Materials Fee    

The Curriculum & Classroom Materials fee is due at the start of the school year.  This fee helps to provide students 

with new materials, curriculum supplies, and the opportunity for special events.  The Curriculum & Classroom 

Materials fee is non-refundable. 

 

Tuition Policy 

Tuitions are based on 4 weeks of curriculum and are due monthly.  Tuition is due on the 1st  of the month and is 

considered late after the 5th of the month.  Late or returned payments will be charged the current standard returned 

check fee.  Monthly tuitions are based on the services provided throughout the school year (10.5 equal payments 

paid for 42 weeks of curriculum).  Missed days, holidays, breaks and days missed due to illness will not be credited.  

Missed days may not be made-up or rescheduled.  Tuition will be credited 10% per year (September through June) 

for vacation time given 30 days prior notice.  Vacation time taken during breaks will not be credited.     

Monarch Academy for Young Children reserves the right to require that you un-enroll your child at any time if this 

action is deemed necessary by the director of the program.  Reasons to be excluded from Monarch Academy 

include, but are not limited to, failure to follow program rules, failure to pay tuition, and/or staff determination 

that your child’s needs cannot be met by this program. 

Sibling Discount A 20% discount will be applied to the younger sibling’s monthly tuition. 

Please see the tuition schedule for current rates. 

 

 



Dress Policy 

Children should be dressed comfortably in clothes that are appropriate for preschool activities.  While we will provide 

smocks and use “washable” materials, children will be participating in messy activities that may stain or soil.  Close-

toed shoes are required. 

Please provide your child’s teacher with a complete change of clothing in the event clean clothing is needed. 

 

Attendance – Signing In/Out 

We kindly ask parents to arrive at the school ten minutes prior to the start of class.  This early arrival will help your 

child transition into the classroom environment and will allow for appropriate time to say “good-bye” to family.  In 

addition, teachers will appreciate being able to start their curriculum with few interruptions. 

An authorized adult is required to sign children in and out of the center each day.  Sign-In/Out sheets are located in 

the child’s classroom and must be signed using a full signature and time.  This procedure transfers responsibility 

between the guardian and the school.   

Persons other than the child’s parent(s) who wish to pick-up a child from the center must have prior consent from 

the parent on file and show valid photo identification.  Children cannot be released to any person that is not listed 

on the authorized pick-up list. 

 

Toilet Training and Napping 

Monarch Academy for Young Children understands that all children develop at their own pace.  For most early 

preschool-age children toilet training is a relevant milestone.  Please communicate any concerns you may have 

regarding your child‘s progress with his/her teacher.   

We consider toilet training to be a natural process and children are encouraged to try using the toilet during 

bathroom breaks.   Teachers are caring and supportive and will provide any necessary assistance to children wearing 

pull-ups or diapers.   

Children enrolled in the full day program will nap.  We ask that families provide a crib size fitted sheet and blanket 

for their child to be used throughout the week.  Sheets and blankets will be sent home over the weekend to be 

washed.  

 

Nutrition 

Monarch Academy provides each child with healthy snack/lunch choices during each class session.  Meals are served 

family style so that children may practice appropriate table behavior and learn to serve themselves.  Daily snack and 

lunch menus are available on weekly email and posted in each classroom.     



Parents of children with specific dietary needs and/or allergies should specify all restricted foods on their enrollment 

application as well as discuss these restrictions with teachers.  Substitutions provided by families need to be nut-

free. 

Parents who wish to bring food to classroom parties and celebrations should check with their child’s teacher prior 

to purchasing food.  This will ensure that every child will be able to participate in the event. 

  

Behavior & Classroom Management 

Monarch Academy classrooms are designed and arranged to promote a positive working environment for children.  

Age-appropriate materials and activities keep children busy and engaged.  In addition, Monarch teachers are 

qualified Early Childhood Educators and experienced individuals who understand that early childhood is a period in 

which most children need occasional guidance in terms of behavior.  We believe that opportunities for learning new 

social and emotional skills come naturally during the course of the day.  It is our policy that children are treated with 

respect and compassion when guidance is needed.   

Monarch supports the following classroom management techniques: 

Positive Re-direction – Helping a child choose an activity or material when necessary. 

Direct Prompts – Helping to remind children of the desired behavior.  For example, “Johnny, I need 

you to use your hands for building.  It is not okay to throw blocks.”  

Group Reflection – Discussing examples of an undesired behavior and possible resolutions with a 

group encourages social awareness and language skills. 

Positive Reinforcement – Taking notice of and acknowledging a desired behavior helps to build self-

esteem and reinforces the desired behavior. 

Using Words – Reminding children to “use their words” and helping them to express their specific 

feelings and needs helps children constructively solve conflicts, build language skills and 

vocabulary. 

Monarch staff makes every attempt to prevent undesired behavior by establishing consistent routines and modeling 

appropriate behavior.  Any child needing continuous guidance in regards to behavior may need more assistance in 

the classroom.  Instances such as this are rare; however we will do our best to work with families in determining the 

best solution for the child. 

  

Medical Information & Emergencies 

In order to maintain a healthy learning environment for our students and staff we ask that you keep your child home 

if they are ill.  Children should not attend school if they are exhibiting the following: 

A fever within the past 24 hours 

Vomit 

Diarrhea 

Undiagnosed rash 



Communicable disease (such as, but not limited to flu, chicken pox, measles, strep throat, thrush, 

hand foot and mouth, etc) 

Severe nasal discharge or eye mucus 

Lice 

Parents will be notified by email of any occurrences of contagious illness that have been reported.  

Parents will be notified in the event of any minor incident or injury that occurs while their child is at school.  Incident 

reports will be managed by the child’s teacher.  Parents will be notified immediately for any injury or illness that 

requires medical attention. 

In the case of a medical or dental emergency, the director will first contact 911 and then the parent.  In the event a 

child needs to be transported by the paramedics, a staff member will accompany that child if the parents are not 

present.  

Monarch Academy will dispense medications in accordance with California State Regulation.  All prescription 

medications need to be in their original containers, prescribed for the child attending school, and signed in by a 

parent or guardian with the required licensing documents.  

Photography 

Photos will be taken on a regular basis as part of the classroom curriculum, school newsletters and developmental 

portfolio. Monarch Academy may use these photos in advertising, social media and/or on our website 

(www.monarch-academy.com).  You have the right to request in writing that your child’s photo not be taken or to 

be used for any promotional materials. 

 

Parent Involvement 

Monarch Academy for Young Children encourages parents to participate in their child’s learning experience.  

Consistent involvement in your child’s early childhood education will help them become successful students later in 

life.   

Teachers will provide sign-up sheets for specific classroom activities that parents may help with.   

  

 

http://www.monarch-academy.com/

